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RISING SUN TAVERN ADDENDUM
Fredericksburg FOLLOWS .

Spotaylvania County
Virginia

Owners: Associatlon for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities.

Date of Erection: After 176l.

Architect gnd Bullder: HNo record.

Pregent Condition: Good.

Number of Storieg: One and a half, and cellar,

=

Materials of Construction: Wood; brick and stone foundation.

Other Existing Records: See text.:

Additional Datas See following pages.

White Pine Series of Architectural Monographs, volume 2, number 1,
page 50.

Ware, W.R., Georgian Perlod, volume 1, page 82.

Lancastsr, R.A.,Jr., Bistoric-Wiruyinis Homes’ and Churches, 300.

H.C.B. 1936.
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RISTIHNG SUK TAVERN HABS N0.1li-1
Frederickasburg, Va.

HISTORICAL DAYA

The Rising Sun Tavern occuples a portion of the
original lot 87 on the west side of Caroline Strect,
between Pauguier and Fawke Strests.

The following informstion is furnished by
George A. Palmer, Historie Technician, Frederlclsburg
National Hilitary Park:

Deed Book "', pape 877, recorded at Spot-

sylvania Courthouse, and dated Aupust 3, 1761,

states: "The trustess and directors of the

tovm of Fredericksoburg, vwhich have been granted
the authority by King George II, to enlarge

the town of Fredericksburg by laying off

additional lands into strects and lots as

they think best and vwhsreas tho adjacent

land in the upper part of the teEn has been

laid off into said lots, and Warner Lewis

has legally obtained the same, do hereby

agres to sell to Charles Washington, lots

no. 87 and 88 for the sum of eighty pounds".

On October 6, 1786 Charles Washington, in

consideration of love and affectlon, deesded

lots #8687 and 88 to his son George A. Wash-

ington. Deed Book "A", page 315.

In 1787 the bullding was occupled by John

Lewis,
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On July 6, 1791 George A. Washington sold
these lots to Larkin Smith. Deed Book "B"
page 291, For the sum of 700 pounds in
Virginia currency, for the bulldings and
improvements.

On April 28, 1792 Larklin Smlth sold these
lots to Gus B. Wallace. Deed Book "B",
rage 314. 700 pounds.

On April 1, 1793 Gus B. Wallace sold lots
#87 and 88 to Hohert Patton. Deed book"A"
page 404,

The house at this time was occupled by
John Frazier as a tavern, and purchased by
(+ Be Wallace of John Leswis.

In 1792 1t was known as the Bazle Tavern
but was not cccupliled. See Land Tax Book,

1782 to 1308, Fredericksburg, Court Recordsa

This Charles Washingten was a brother of

Goorge Washinegcbon.
L] b

Tt would appear that there were no bulldings
on these lots at the time Charles Washington bought
this property, so that the present Rising Sun

Tavern mast have veen bhullt aftsr 17461,

According to tradition the Tavern was run by
teneral George Weedon, who was the third Post-
master General of the United States and the north

room on tha first floor was used as a FPost Office
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and, as General Weedon issued an order that the
mail should leave the Posgst 0fflce dally at sun

rise, 1t became known as "The Hising Sun Tavern'.

According to the Virginlia CLazetts, published
in Williamsdhury in 1776, a certain ¥illiam Smith
openod the Tavern aftor the occupancy of General

Weedon.

The Tavern was the first meetin: place of
such patrlots as Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry,
James Monroe, Georse Vashington, Hush liercer,
Georze liason, the Lees and other noted men. It
was here the men of lMredericksburs and vicinity,
who had armed to defend theilr countrv after the
Governor, Lord Dunmore, had secretly removed the
barrels of gun powder from the publle mapgazine 1n
Willlamsburg, agreed to dispoerse, alter adopting
a resolution bitterly denouncinz Dummore's actlon
and declaring without fear or evasion, thail the
troops would preserve their Liserty at the hazard
of thelr lives and fortunes, coneluding with the
aigznifleant words, "God save the 1liberties of
Ameriea', Thils was on April 22, 1775, twenty one
days prior to the celsbraited Mecklenburg Declaration
and more than one vear before the great Declaratlon

of Independence, July 4, 1776.

References: Quimn's History of Yredericksburg,

Howison's History of Virginia and Forces! Archives)
quoted in Wm. & Mary Quarterly of Octobsr 190¢,
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It was here, too, that James Madison, in
consultatlon wilth Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe,
Georgs Yieedon and Edmund Pendleton framed the
amandment to the Constitution containing the
Fresdom of Religion clause. This meeting was
held in the Banguet Room and authority for it
is supported by similar statments by Judze Alvin

Te Embrey and published nistorical notes.

In this same room the Society of Cincinnat
held its first meetirg in Virginia, presided over
by George Weedon, The names of the members attendling
are reglstered In the Tavern Reglster, which bears

authority for this statement:

Lafayette and his staff of French and
Amerlican Offlcers visitod the Tavern November 11,
1781, enroute from Yorkitown to Phlladelphias. 1In
December 1824, Lafayetle agalin visited Predericksourg
and was given a ball at the Tavern. dJust preceding
this second visit the Marquis de Lafayette madse
his reservation by request, writing "Save, for ne,

my north room”.

In 1807 the Assoclatlion for the Preservation
of Virginia Antiguities bought the propertv from
Judge A, We Wallace, whese famlly had owned it

aince 1798,
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In 1929 the bullding was repalrsd and restored
to its original condltion by Philip H. Sternm,

architact.

AL

)

b ¥
[

Boreecies 1536, TCF ADNTEDYI

¥-’“.: FLun




Addendum to HABS No. VA-11-1
Rising Sun Tavern

1306 Caroline Street AT
Fredericksburg “\0%,
Virginia WQV?%é&‘
-
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Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240



